




• Small obligate intracellular parasites  

• Once considered to be viruses  

• Separate unrelated genera 

• Gram-negative bacteria 

– Stain poorly with Gram stain (Giemsa) 

• “Energy parasites” but not obligate, have capacity to make ATP 

– Transport system for ATP is very efficient  

• Reservoirs - animals, insects and humans 

• Arthropod vectors (except Coxiella) 

 
































