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Introductory Paragraphs 
 Many people feel that the introductory paragraph of an essay, (also known as the 
Introduction), is the most important paragraph of all. Certainly, it lets the reader know 
what to expect in terms of tone, style, purpose and theme. It’s your essay’s first 
impression—and you only get to make a first impression once!  
 Have you ever had a long conversation with someone where you become 
increasingly frustrated because the other person doesn’t seem to have a POINT? You 
might even say, “Get to the point, man!” or “What are you trying to say?” An essay 
without an introduction feels the same way to a reader. An introductory paragraph 
prepares the reader for the rest of the essay by stating its overall theme or point. 
 An introductory paragraph has a slightly different structure from a P.I.E. 
paragraph. (P.I.E. paragraphs make up the body of the essay). To remember a general 
format for your introduction, think of the word: H.I.T.  
 
H = Hook (the opening sentence that attracts the reader’s attention) 

 I = Information (general information that leads the reader to your focus) 

T = Thesis Statement (a sentence that contains the main idea or central theme of the 

 whole essay). 

 
The Hook 
There are many ways to attract a reader’s attention, so allow yourself to be creative. 
You may find yourself coming back and re-writing the “hook” sentence of your essay 
after you’ve finished the essay as you think of more ideas. Many writers also leave the 
title to the last step, or change their title after they’ve finished writing.  
 Some students really agonize about writing that first sentence. You may want to 
choose one of the following options unless (or until) a better idea occurs.  
 

1. Begin with a sentence that asks the reader to question him or herself. 

2. Begin with a quote from a famous person or text. 

3. Begin with an interesting fact or statistic 

4. Begin with a contradiction that shocks the readers or sets them up for a surprise. 

5. Begin with a general statement of opinion that leaves the reader questioning your 

point of view. 

6. Begin with a very brief anecdote or story that contains the theme of your essay. 

7. Begin with a personal revelation. 
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Information 
This is usually the first part of the introduction you have—it often comes directly from 
your brainstorming. It provides the general facts or background to your essay, leading 
us from your hook towards your thesis statement. The information should consist of 
about four or five sentences that help us understand the focus of your topic.  
 
Thesis Statement 
The thesis statement is the nucleus of your essay. It is the most important sentence in 
the whole essay because it contains the main idea and the mode of development. It 
often contains a list of items that will then be covered in the body of the essay. It is 
called a statement because it should be a claim and not a question.  
 
Example:  My education consisted of a series of trials, errors and more errors as I 
learned the hard way that homework does not do itself.  
 
Here is a sample introductory paragraph: 

 Have you ever noticed that we learn more about the world from socializing with 
our peers than from our textbooks and teachers?  I certainly can say that I learned more 
over the years in the locker room than the classroom.  As an African American male 
who played football, it was expected that I would do the bare minimum in class but 
shine on the field. I felt embarrassed in the classroom as my knees couldn’t even fit 
under the desk and my body didn’t belong there. On the field, I came to life. In fact, I’ve 
come to realize that football is the answer to most of life’s mysteries.  
 
Can you identify the hook, information, and thesis in the above example? 
 
Now write an introductory paragraph for your first essay: 

 ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

             
             
              


