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Phonetic or phonemic Symbols are only pictures or 

characters that represent speech sounds. They are not 

the sounds themselves. 

English Phonology 
Chapter 5: Phonemes and Symbols – Part II 

Transcription has two different kinds of exercises:  

• Transcription from dictation in which students must 

listen to a person, or a recording, and write down 

what they hear. 

• Transcription from a written text in which the 

student is given a passage written in orthography 

and must use phonemic symbols to show how she 

or he thinks it would be pronounced. 

Symbols & Transcription 
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Types of Transcription: 

1. Phonemic Transcription - // slashes are 

used here. 

2. Phonetic Transcription – [ ] square 

brackets are used here. 

3 

IPA = International Phonetic Association   

or      International Phonetic Alphabet 



Phonetics vs. Phonology 

Phonetics is the study of how human speech 

sounds are produced, classified and 

transcribed. 

Phonetics has three branches: articulatory 

(Brain-mouth), acoustic (mouth-ear), and 

auditory (ear-brain) 

Phonology studies the sound systems of 

languages and the functions of sounds. 

Phonology has two branches: segmental and 

suprasegmental. 

Segmental Phonology vs. Suprasegmental Phonology 

Segmental phonology deals with phonemes, 

syllables, and aspects within the syllable. 

Suprasegmental phonology deals with aspects 

above the syllable such as stress and 

intonation. 
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