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Sounds, words, sentences...
Number of English vowels and consonants
Sounds: phonemes and allophones

Phonemes and Minimal pairs

Allophones and complementary distribution
Symbols and transcription

IPA

Phonetics vs. Phonology
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Speech starts with sounds. Sounds make syllables. Syllables make words,
and words make sentences.

English has twenty vowels and twenty-four consonants.

Speech sounds can be classified into phonemes and allophones.
Phonemes are the smallest phonological contrastive units that can change
the meaning of words. In other words, changing one phoneme in a word will
cause a change in meaning.

An allophone is one of a set of realisations or forms of a single phoneme. A
dark /l/ is an allophone of the phoneme /I/.
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Minimal pairs are pairs or words that differ with
respect to only one phoneme (vowel or
consonant) in initial, medial, or final position.

0 English
Examples of minimal pairs: P h O n O I O gy

 sit/s1t/ - hit /h1t/

e moon /mu:.n/ - mean /mi.n/
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e write /razt/ - ride /raid/
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Allophones are in complementary
distribution when they occur in non-
overlapping positions. For example,
the aspirated [i"] will never be found in
the place where the unaspirated

realisation Is appropriate, and vice
versa.

Do we have allophones in Iragi Arabic?
If yes, what are some examples?

To be continued...



