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Classification of surgical procedure 
 
1. According to purpose: 

a. Diagnostic – to establish the presence of a disease condition. (e.g biopsy)  

b. Exploratory- to determine the extent of disease condition (e.g Ex – Lap) 

c. Curative - to treat the disease condition(removal or replacement of defective 
tissue to restore function(joint)). 

 Ablative – removal of an organ((ectomy)) 

 Constructive- repair of congenitally defective 0rgan((plasty, oorhaphy, 
pexy)) 

 Reconstructive- repair of damage organ 

a. Palliative – to relieve distressing sign and symptoms, not necessarily to cure 
the disease 
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According to Urgency 

Classification Indication for surgery Example 

Emergent – patient requires 

immediate attention, life 

threating condition 

Without delay sever bleeding 

gun shout/ stab 

wounds 

Urgent / imperative – 

patient requires prompt 

attention 

Within 24 to 30 hours  Kidney / 

ureteral         

stones 

Required – patient needs to 

have surgery 

Plan within few weeks or 

months  

cataract 

thyroid d/o 

Elective – patient should 

have surgery 

Failure to have surgery not 

catastrophic 

Repair of scar 

Optional – patient's 

decision 

Personal preference Cosmetic surgery 



According to degree of risk 
 

1. Major surgery 

- High risk / greater risk for infection 

- Extensive  

- Prolonged 

- Large amount of blood loss 

- Vital organ may be handled or removed 

1. Minor surgery 

- Generally not prolonged 

- Leads to few serious complication 

- Involves less risk 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


