
Categories of verb 
Sentences such as The girl is now a student and His brother grew happier which 

have subject complements, have INTENSIVE verbs and all other 

sentences have EXTENSIVE verbs. The latter are INTRANSITIVE as in: 
It rained steadily all day. 

 

Extensive verbs are otherwise TRANSITIVE. All transitive verbs take a 

direct object as: John carefully searched the room.  

  

Some permit an indirect object, and these will be distinguished as 

DITRANSITIVE as: He had given the girl an apple.  

 

 A few verbs take an object complement and these are among the verbs 

referred to as COMPLEX TRANSITIVE as: They make him the chairman 

every year. The rest are MONOTRANSITIVE. 

 

When verbs do not admit the progressive, as in The girl is now a student at 

a large university, they are called STATIVE. When they admit it, as in: It 

was raining steadily all day, they are called DYNAM IC. 

 

 
 


