
Pro-forms  

pro-form is a substitute form, that is a word or expression which has no 

detailed meaning of its own but has the function of ‘standing in the place’ 

of another (often more complex) expression. Personal pronouns are the 

most familiar examples of pro-forms. Other examples are the pronoun one 

(for example in this one, a new one) and the verbal forms do and do so 

(substituting for a predicate or a predication).  

John searched the big room and the small one.  

More usually, however, pronouns replace noun phrases rather than nouns: 
The man invited the little Swedish girl because he liked her.  

 

There are pro-forms also for place, time, and other adverbials under 

certain circumstances: 

Mary is in London and John is there too.  

Mary arrived on Tuesday and John arrived then too.  

John searched the big room very carefully and the small one less so.  

 

But so has a more important pro-function, namely, to replace — along 

with the ‘pro-verb’ do — a predication: 

She hoped that he would search the room carefully before her arrival but 

he didn’t do so.  

Here do so replaces all the italicized portion, the head verb search and the 

rest of the predication, as is shown below: 

 
Frequently, however, the pro-predication is achieved by the operator 

alone: 

 He didn’t give her an apple. B: Yes, he did. 

They suspected that he had given her an apple and he had.  

       Finally, it may be briefly observed that the use of the pro-forms greatly 

facilitates sentence connection, the conjoining of sentences to form 

‘compound sentences’ and the subordination of one sentence within 

another to form ‘complex sentences'.  



 
 

 

 


