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Acidity of -Hydrogen 
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Acidity of -Hydrogen 
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 The reference atom is the carbonyl carbon. 

 Other carbons are designated , , , etc. on the 

basis of their position with respect to the carbonyl 

carbon. 

 Hydrogens take the same Greek letter as the 

carbon to which they are attached. 

Terminology 
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-Diketones are much more acidic 

pKa = 9 


