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FIGURE 8.17 Pratt and Airy models of
local isostatic compensation. In both
models, pressure exerted by crustal
columns is equal on horizontal planes at
and below the depth of compensation.
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Convection Theory

* According to this theory,
convection currents are
set in the crust and heat
comes from the
disintegration of
radioactive elements.

* As heat accumulates,
rocks become plastic and
moves upward causing the

' surface of the earth to

bulge.
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Ocean floor spreading
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Magma
Continents pushed apart by 'Ridge-Push’ Subduction of oceanic Crust by ‘Slab Pull’
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