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Figure 1-1: Preparation of serum and plasma.
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TYPES OF BLOOD COLLECTION TUBES COMMONLY USED FOR CHEMISTRY TESTS*

Tube additive

Stopper Color

Sample

Comment

None

Red

Serum

Clotting requires at least 30 min. at RT
3)\‘);3;)3‘;25:\33 30 Jav! éﬁ C\:\AJM\
4l

Thrombin

Gray/yellow

serum

Speeds clotting process significantly to produce
serum in several minutes used mostly for urgent
(STAT) testing.
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Lithium Heparin

Green

Plasma

Preferred plasma sample for most
chemistry tests — not suitable when
testing for lithium
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Sodium Heparin

Green

Plasma

Preferred plasma sample for most
chemistry tests — not suitable when
testing for sodium
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EDTA

Lavender

Plasma

Occasionally used for some
chemistry tests and typically used for
Hematology
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