
Basic Units of Grammar 
 

PHRASE                                  CLAUSE                       SENTENCE 

A Phrase: is a group of words that do not include subject and                                                                

verb.                                                                                                   

A Clause: is a group of words that includes subject and verb.  

                                                                                 

 

 

1-Simple sentence:  is a sentence that includes only one independent clause. 

  I was sick.                                      

2-Compound sentence: it includes two independent clauses joined by a coordinate 

conjunction or a semi colon ( ; ). 

someone knocked on the door.and ,The phone rang      

.someone knocked on the door ; The phone rang      

3-Complex sentence: it includes two types of clauses (Dependent + Independent) joined by 

a subordinate conjunction.                                      

.attend my lectures I did not ,I was sick Because 

is a clause that includes subject &  lauseCependent DA 

verb, but it does not express a complete thought.  

is a  An Independent Clause

clause that includes subject & 

verb. It  expresses a complete 

thought; it is a complete 

sentence.                                        

          
TYPES OF SENTENCES 

 



4-Compound complex sentence: it includes three clauses (dependent + 2 independent) 

joined by coordinate (or ;) & subordinate conjunction.                                                                         

did I study my exam. nor, I didn't do my homework ,I was sickBecause 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Types of 

Conjunctions 

Coordinate 

conjunctions 
(FANBOYS) 

For, And, Nor, 
But, Or, Yet, So 

[;] Semi colon 
Subordinate 

conjunctions 

Semi colon( ;): a punctuation     

mark and at the  same time is a 

conjunction. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Subordinate Conjunctions 

 

Manner 

as 

as if 

as though 

Purpose 

ex:  

so that 

in order 
that 

 

Condition 
 

if  

as long as 

in case 

provided 
that 

unless 

whether or 
not 

 

Time 

ex:while 

when 

after 
before 

as 

until 

since 

Reason 

because 

since 

Place 

where 

wherever 

Contrast 

ex: 
although 

though 

even 
though 

while 

 

Result 

so..that 

such...that 


