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Check list of the algae from Shatt Al-Arab River, Iraq 

AZHAR A. AL-SAROONCHI A N D  HAMID T. AL-SAAD 

Marim Sciet~cc Centre. University nf Bosruh. Basrah, Iraq 

ABSTRACT 

A total of 415 species and varieties of algae are recorded from Shatt Al-Arab River by different 
authors. Growth habit for each taxon is given. Most of the algae belong to three classes: 
Bacillariophyceae (308 taxa), Chlorophyceae (63 taxa), and Cyanophyceae (26 taxa). 

INTRODUCTION 

The algal communities of the Shatt Al-Arab River are well known, but most of the 
information regarding species composition is scattered throughout the literature. In 
this paper, most of the available information on species composition is brought 
together, so as  to  facilitate further studies on algal flora. Information on the specific 
habitats and growth habit for most of the taxa is also given. 

Genera and species of the same family are arranged alphabetically. Available 
synonyms are also provided. Abbreviations for the habitats are a s  follows: 

b. = BenthosIBenthic. 
epil. = Epilithic (growing on stones or pebbles, floating steel pontoons of a 

floating bridge and cemented bank of the river). 
epip. = Epipelic (growing on shallower muddy bed of the river, often gets exposed 

during low tide). 
epiph. = Epiphytic (growing on aquatic higher plant and o n  filamentous algae). 

PI. = Planktonic. 
tychopl. = Tychoplankton/Tychoplanktonic. 
UD.  = Unpublished data. 

Arrangement of the references is as follows: 

1. Al-Kaisi (1970). 
2. Al-Kaisi (1974). 
3. Al-Saadi et al. (1979). 
4. Arndt & Al-Saadi (1975). 
5. Brewer et ul.  (1978). 
6.  Hadi et al. (1984). 
7. Hameed (1977). 
8. Hinton & Maulood (1980). 




































