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Abstract
The Arabian Gulf has enormous number of offshore oil and gas platforms and many major oil terminals. It is also extremely busy shipping line for oil transports. Accidental spilling is unavoidable. About 25,000 tanker movements sail in and out of the Strait of Hormuz annually and transport about 60% of all the oil carried by ships. In combination, these sources provide on a long-term a kind of input sources of petroleum. Activities associated with oil traffic include shores heavily contaminated with oil residues, tar balls and trace metals. About two million barrels of oil are spilled annually from the routine discharge of dirty ballast waters and tank washing, partly due to the lack of shore reception facilities. Some major spills, either unintentional or as consequence of military activities, have added occasional dramatic pulses of oil contamination to long-term background. The present review brings about valuable sources of information regarding oil pollution status in the Arabian Gulf and the adjacent areas of Shatt Al-Arab Estuary and Mesopotamian marshes.

