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ABANDANCE AND DISTRIBUTION OF ZOOPLANKTON IN SOME
WATERS IN SOUTHERN REGION OF IRAQ

S.G. Ajeel
Dept. Marine Biology, Marine Science Centre, Univ. Basrah
Basrah — Iraq

ABSTRACT

Zooplankton samples were collected monthly from six stations in Basrah by a120
pum mesh — sized plankton net for the period from May to October 2000. The density
of zooplankton was ranged between 76 ind./m? in October and 1229.7 ind./m? in June
in Shatt Al-Arab river. While in Shatt Al-Basrah river was ranged between (53-3483)
ind./m3 during May and September respectively. And the minimum density in Khor
Al-Zubair was 12 ind./m3 in August and the maximum density was 13626 ind./m? in
September.

Crustacea was the dominated species and it formed (99.6%, 99.8%, 99.6 %, 89.4
%, 92.1 %, 99.5 %) of the total zooplankters in the stations 1,2,3,4,5,6 respectively,
while cirripedia larvae was dominated in Shatt Al-Arab river, and it formed (93.8 %,
75.7 %, 61.9 %) and Cladocera formed (5.4 %, 23.3 %, 35.4 %) in the stations 1,2,3
respectively. But in Shatt Al-Basrah riverthe order of dominance was the Copepoda
69.8 %, then the cirripedia larvae 13.7 %. While in Khor Al-Zubair the most dominant
zooplankton were Copepoda (55.6 %, 61.9 %), Crab zoea (22.8 %, 31.2 %) and
cirripedia larvae (11.6 %, 1.2 %) in the stations 5 and 6 respectively.
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Forominifera 0.5 - - - 95 62
Bivalve larvae - - - - 38 25
Nematoda - 2.4 - - - -
g sl 53.2 488.6 | 1278.7 | 723.3 | 3483 | 3175

1534 = el Joxdl




A (L A eline) dadald) ddasall 3 (35/ 2 8) @\}:\Q\; Silailedl dlac :(6) Jsaa
2000 Js¥) s ) Ul e syl

Glailed) aralase By Olods | Jsa <l Jsbl | 1 g
Agil gl
Calanoida 287 2759 271 5 2707 | 2500
Cyclopoida - 15 10 - 127 218
Harpacticoida 2.6 - - - - 2
Nauplii - 895 60 - 191 180
A8 4813 ¢ gana | 289.6 3669 341 5 3025 | 2900
Cladocera - - - 5 - 1
Cirriped larvae - 1640 48 - 270 188
Crab zoea 319 557 6 0.3 1815 | 1691
Gastropoda larvae - 15 30 1.6 90 26
Gl yddll ¢ sane 608.6 5881 425 11.9 | 5200 | 4806
Bivalve larvae 119 48 - 32 13
Polychaet larvae 134 - - 180 89
Forominifera - - - - 32 18
Fry fish - 22 - - - -
Cyphonatus - 596 75 - - -
Appendicularia - - - - 95 5
g saaall 608.6 6752 548 11.9 | 5539 | 4931

3065 = & el Jaal




S (U al elipe) Al Adaadll 8 B/ 2 58) Al snll lailell dlae) £(7) Jsaa
2000 Js¥) s Ul e s sl

Clailell aaalaa BiE U S DS BTN < Jsh Or 058
4l gaall 1
Calanoida 318 1199 427 10 7898 5988
Cyclopoida - - 10 2.5 287 280
Harpacticoida - 6.5 3 - 16 25
Nauplii - 26 79 19 700 502
Ala8Y) i ¢ sana | 318 12315 | 519 | 315 | 8901 | 6795
Cladocera - - 5 - - 1
Cirriped larvae 5 52 172 - 63 55
Crab zoea 1667 6.5 2 - 4399 2895
Gastropoda - - 10 5 32 3
larvae
Sergestida - - - - 0.3 -
Mysidacea - - - - 0.6 -
Gl il ¢ sana 1990 1290 708 36.5 | 133959 | 9749
Bivalve larvae 78 - - - -
Polychaet larvae 117 - - 191 85
Forominifera - - - - 38 12
Cyphonatus - 952 90 - - -
Appendicularia - - 22 - - -
Fry fish - - 0.4 - 0.3 -
Chaetognatha - - - - 0.6 -
g saaal 1990 2437 820.4 | 36.5 | 13625.8 | 9846

4793 = el Joxdll




5 el Risna olie (8 il gall Cilailel) maalae maad A giall Al 5 (3a/ 3_) il sall cilailel) alaed (8) Jsoa

4 g1l Al OOLE pll dae | 4e Hile dac 408)daa 2ae Glailell dae (e dand Jladll dahia
ol slll Ao gia | Al8Y) A dlans el 51l a8y PPN PL R Al Al
13.5 28 - - - 16000-640 O(.?Oj;)o Al-Saboonchi e Sl sl
et al., 1986
- 85 63 -0 1-0 1636074- 6546-214 0.200 Salman et al., e A
1990 )

- 66.8 42197-0 - 33989-253 | 42454-1026 | 0.090 1990 Jiae BUBUBTS

- - - - - - 0.200 = =

- 91.33 1044-0 0.1-0 | 23587-1902 | 24940-2565 | 0.090 = e )

)

- - - - - - 0.200 = =
10.2 49.3 187-0 229-0.3 1322-30 2047-110 0.090 1998 Jine ol bl
57.8 26.6 1802-0 10854-4 | 20067-61 27670-70 0.090 | Al-Zubaidi,1998 =
22.9 1.08 11859-29 | 2118-0 61-0 12297-76.3 | 0.120 Allad) Al Hall

0.035 56.3 1640-0 5-0 8901-5 13625.8-11.9 = = BUB BT
0.1 70 447-0 5-0 2282-14.4 3483-53.2 = = 3_panll Jad




