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The use of Copepoda as indicator of evaluation of the
environment of South of Shatt Al-Arab River

K.H. Younis, S.Gh. Ajeel, S.B. Abdullah and L.M. Al-Katrany
Marine Science Center, University of Basrah, Iraq

Abstract - ht criteria were selected to measure the Integrated
Biological Index (IBI) to evaluate the environment of the south of
Shatt Al-Arab. This index was applied on the main group of
zooplankton in Shatt Al-Arab (Copepoda) by using decimal
system at three stations: Ras Al-Bisha (st.1), Al-Fao (st.2) and Al-
Seeba (st.3). The results showed that the Index of Biotic Integrity
was Impaired (< 60) in most months and at all the stations. The
highest value of IBI (74.33) was recorded during March 1994 at
station 2, and the least value (13.94) was reported during July at
station 1. Statical analysis (F — test) showed that significant
deference of Integrated Biological Index values were occurred
between three stations during the years 1993, 1994 and 1995.



