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The present study was carried in Mhawelat Al-Zuhair situation, Abu
Al-Khasseb in Basrah governorate during the growing season 2007 and
2008, to study the effect of three rate of potassium (0, 260, 520) gm
K,O/Date palm/year, and four times of bunch thinning (without thinning,
thinning after 2 weeks of pollination, thinning after 4 weeks of pollination
and thinning after 6 weeks of pollination) and two varieties of date palm
(Hillawi and Sayer) and their combinations on vyield properties during
different stages of fruit growth (Rutab and Tamr stages).

The study results showed signification increasing in total yield with
increasing of potassium rates. So Potassium rate of 520 gm K,O/Date
palm/year gave the highest means of total yield. While thinning time gave
the lowest means of total yield. Control treatment (without thinning) gave
the highest total yield, (27.31-27.53) kg during two studied seasons. Also
results indicated potash fertilizing time of thinning variety and their
combinations had significant effects on ripening fruit persent for two
periods (15/1 and 22/7) of two studied seasons. Potassium rate 520 gm
K,O/Date palm/year with first time of thinning of Hillawi had given the
highest means of ripening fruit percent during the periods and studied
season (12.92 and 14.76)% , (45.91 and 46.16)%.
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