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Comparative study of some skeletal features of two Clupeid
species, Hilsa shad Tenualosa ilish and Gizzard shad
Nematalosa nasus in Iraq waters

Abdul Razak M. Mohamed, Sajed S. Al- Noor and Fuwzia S. Habbeb
Fisheries and Marine Resources Department, Agriculture College,
Basrah University, lraq
SUMMARY

Comparative taxonomy study on two Clupeid species, Hilsa shad
Tenualosa ilish( Hamlton- Buchana 1822) and Gizzard shad Nematalosa
nasus ( Bloch, 1795) from shatt Al-Arab and Iraqi marine waters, North
west Arabian gulf was carried out depend on the skull bones and vertebral
column during the period from December 2008 to October 2009. The
results revealed that both species differ in the size and shape of the
maxillary bone, it is flat end and extended to the end of orbital in T. ilisha,
and tapered end and extended to the front of orbital in N. nasus. The range
of vertebrates for T. ilisha is 44- 46, while for N. nasus is 42-44 and no
Weberian apparatus in both species.
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