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Environmental security: a geopolitical vision
Assistant Professor
Dr. Abdulrahman Ali Abdul Rahman
College of Arts, University of Basra

The issue of environmental security is one of the most important
contemporary political issues and one of the most important elements of state security
and stability because of its influence in international relations. There have been calls
to include it within the branches of human security because of its vital importance in
the lives of the population. Therefore, environmental security is one of the modern
topics that geopolitical studies have touched upon as a window for controlling
environmental problems. The areas of environmental security are reflected in the
study of climate change, air and water pollution, marine pollution, exploitation of
energy resources, environmental conflicts and the role of environmental factors in
violent eruptions and relations between the armed forces and the environment.
Environmental security is based on specific research approaches: the applied
approach, the political-ecological approach, and the forward-looking approach, which
are at the core of geopolitical studies.

Studying the environmental security faces three main challenges: the
difficulty of determining the distance between the source of pollution and the damage
caused, and the time factor. Environmental damage does not appear for months or
years. It is difficult to determine the pollution agent in the case of the mediation of a
state of two polluters, and finally the difficulty of estimating compensation. The study
has been launched to answer several questions, including: Does environmental
security have geographic boundaries? While the study was built on the premise that
environmental security does not have limits, it is concluded that the decision makers
need to pay attention to environmental security, especially the transboundary
environmental damage, which is transmitted by two means: water and air. The study
concluded that the Transboundary environmental damage has captured the concerns
of States and international organizations because of the direct dangers to humans and
its environment, so the Iragi decision-maker has to pay attention to environmental
security, especially transboundary environmental damage, for example air pollution
in the province of Basra because of the refinery Abadan.

Keywords: environmental security, transboundary pollution
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