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Abstract

This study is an attempt to examine the Arabic texts that have dealt with
the differences between spoken language and written language. It examines a
number of Arab scholars’ opinions that have focused on the definition of
language along with its classifications and functions. The main reason behind
conducting such a study is that such a linguistic issue, i.e. the difference
between the spoken language and written one, has had an outstanding
importance in our linguistic heritage.

The study has shown that Arab scholars, in addition to their vast knowledge
in features of each type, all types of have been aware of the communicative
functions of language (be it spoken or written). Further, the study has shown
that the scholars for different reasons have preferred some at the expense of
others.
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1) See: Halliday. M & Hasan. R: Cohesion in English,p.293.
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6) See: Crystal, D. A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics, P: 255.
7) See: Sapir, E. Language an Introduction to the Study of Speech, P: 8.
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32) See: Crystal, D. A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics, p.426.
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46) See: Wallace Chafe and Deborah Tannen, The Relation between Written and Spoken Language, P.
388.
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