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River are considered the first navigation school at which
man learnt swimming arts and sea riding ;therefore an
important water body like Irag must be studied from several
sides. Though researchers have dealt with the different
aspects and most sides of the Iragi history and studied
the characters that contributed in shaping its events ; but
they didn't come across the aspects that our study have
dealt with especially in the field of wars' where efforts were
concentrated on the study of the nature of sea fighting
and means of riding it ,which is a justifiable matter where
clashes with the Byzantine empire in the Mediterranean
sea and clashes with the sassanid empire in the Arab gulf
provided much information that gave researchers the
chance to dive deeply and study it . to the contrary of this
is the research in the river field ,where the shortage in
the historic information hindered researchers to conduct
detailed studies about this important side of the Iraqgi
economic and political history

But these bstacles never prevent us to start our research
as we had known its increasing importance day after day ;
moreover we wished to open

new horizons and unlock locked doors to let our colleagues
go through them to continue studying this subject for periods
following the period under study.

Taking the holistic vision of history as a stand point , |
found that the need for discovering new horizons in our
nation's history is going on . the main reason behind
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choosing this subject is to enrich the Islamic library with
specialist books that bring Islamic folklore to life again
and treat it in a right way and introduce it to the
world.

The present study has been divided into three chapters
preceded by an introduction and analytical study to the
most important sources that the study has depended
upon chapter one is entitled

"River navigation and its obstacles" it falls in three

sections ,the first of which is entitled "the river ways",
which comes within the field of historic geography of Iraqi
rivers. we try through shedding lights on the cities and
villages that are built along the cities and villages. In
addition a defining introduction about the rivers of Basrah
is given as for their being a theater of military operations which
are going to be mentioned in the military chapter.
The second section is devoted to show the efforts that
had been done by the abbassyed caliphs to systematize river
navigation on both civil and military fields by removing traffic
obstacles that hinder ships to sail in rivers, and putting
signs that refer to the passages of rivers and other
regulations that the abbassyed state depended upon to
own a developed net that serve its political and economic
needs.

Section three of chapter one has dealt with the
obstacles of river navigation . it is divided in to human
obstacles like wars and taxes and natural obstacles like
winds shallowness of water.

Chapter two studies ship industry in the abbassyed state
care about this industry ; the prominent procedures
followed to develop this industry, workers in this industry ;
types and parts of ships; and its civil and military uses.
Chapter three :" River Force and its military Role "studies
the factors that paved the ways to the river force to flourish in
the abbassyed ear it also deals with the strategies of
river fighting and the most difficult obstacles that face
fighting in rivers.
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we didn’t prefer to use explanatory maps of the river
passages , battles, ship types and boats.
finally ,I hope that | have successfully delivered my study and
that it has contributed greatly in showing an important side of
the Islamic history though this study might not be free of
drawbacks and imperfectness ; we produced our utmost
effort to give birth to a humble research to be added to the
deep sea of science we ask almighty Allah to accept it
purely for his own form him we seek success and support.
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