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The British position of The Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait
1990-1991.

Dr. Ala'a Razzaq Fadhil
Basrah and Arab Gulf Studies Center
The University of Basrah

This study discusses the British position of The Iraqgi Invasion of
Kuwait 1990-1991, Britain was one of the most countries rejected the
occupation, the British policy has tried to get Iraq out of Kuwait since
the first moments of the occupation, and exerted political and
diplomatic pressure to do so. After Iraq refused to comply with UN
resolutions Which condemning the occupation and demanding the latter
withdraw and return the legitimate government to Kuwait, Britain's
military stance came which tried to use military force to implement
Security Council resolutions, and used its enormous military potential
in order to achieve its goal, which was not only for the protection of
small States and the preservation of the sovereignty of international
law, but there were covertly motives were the main engine of British
policy towards Iraq at the time, where Britain tried to get rid of its
internal problems, and get economic benefits from rich Gulf states, and
its desire to take the lead in international politics, and prove to the
American side that it is the country most harmonious and credible
within the European Union.
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2) UKE Baghdad telegram to MODUK (Iragi military activity 22 July),
Archive (TNA), PREM19/3073 18, 1990 Jul 22 Su.
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6)FCO telegram to UKE Abu Dhabi (lrag/Kuwait), Archive (TNA),
PREM19/3073 f16, 1990 Jul 25 We.
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9)N0.10 minute to MT (Irag), Archive (TNA), PREM19/3073 f11, 1990 Jul
27 Fr.

10)UKMIS UN telegram to FCO (Irag/Kuwait: discussion among the Five)
Archive (TNA), PREM19/3073 f9, 1990 Jul 30 Mo.
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13)Alan Munro, Arab Storm, Politics and Diplomacy behind the Gulf War,
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Alan Munro, Op.Cit.,p.21.
19) Dan Keohane, British Policy in the Conflict, in Book International
Perspectives on the Gulf Conflict, 1990-91, New York, 1994, p.149.

mlashoal) Glladly Gaill . i dasls 8 Gapd VAT e aly ilagys A5y oy guile (Y
Cualic sac A8 sasial) adY) & dplagud) Ded) 4 dend 00 Y dufs Y d0Y
sadll b Amylall By o5 o(VAAE —VAAY ) sad) 8 Al Ty s Le edaalesln
AN Ga Y @bl juad) ¢ Qlanll (bl bl L(Y390-19A4)

S emnd) pSeally Aulll S b mdall Ggpa dlailae et S (Y)
SAY a (Y VY

AYY a VAT (g mdall com gl @yl malle Ly (YY

N osile & Ay (0997 —14AY) sasidl GV Nl galall e (YT
Jshul) 8 Wylas Dlds addy a VAEY ale (uuld 4000lT e 233 14T £ ale (s silule

¥VO daiall A VA Al (£-7) aamd) (£7)alaal) ad) Al Adya



r\u\—\u-c,:ﬂl\_éjwdycd\ ol B,

Jaad) Tagg el ) Jil o s Analay (g Gl coall dags 2B Ballall Copall (Pa
aanl aefs VAT ale (a1 Clsll Gulae 8 Jsae codil L ollia Ll delia 8 7 lay
dae 8 mie o Jpanll 8 a3 VAV 5208 e Play OTA ple Al 8y
—VAVT) gale ol sanid) ad) 8 sasiall LY Lgaie 0 VAV le e Ll
(i allisy Gyl Ll sl o Y AA Y ale dy Ay A<l cullaiul) A, (YavY
O Ly raaly Aalal) LATY) & s B VAAA Lle 8 VAAE e aglaml aels
20V 00 Ga @bl Huadl (Yoo Uanll Gl et Jualall
24) Margaret Thatcher, The Downing Street Years, New York, 1993,p.817.

YEY e VY g m N9) VA8 Ghallg Lilayp Lys ‘CJ‘A\ ul (VO

ale 4l Jaind Aaala o zyA3 DAY ale LS5 0l g 6 Wille 3al & Al (Y
elysl) Gl Al apall Lals hlitee 1970 ale mual L GljeS utige salgdy V90,
sl Cj} Ladic g .4ia S uﬁ Lobanll s e Yeswa (iie e dbe Lﬁ‘m cJayad éﬂ\
Judal LSp ) bawy ale i aal Joall el 8 Jeey phadly ) LS5 jale 14V
() ohsl) Coa Cand VAAY dle s oSl alad) GlSpd gaa) b lale T Cuaie
Ly zemald calell elld cblaml & ladyll aclie (e Bagane Lalle S 3 mady deci
A sSal) Al 8yall Ll s 8508 Aple € 8 zead Aglalpll VAAY ale cblaml dg cel) sl
oo Yzl suadl Qe Gl Jualall e agall V94T Gle g A
FATTAL

.Y1o ) ‘é.\L.J\ )MAS\ cddasla g GJL (Y\/

;bj @}ﬂ\ Jaall 49 cd=dly STEN (YA — YAA U cé.al.uj\ JM&J\ cdS:\A Opes dasa (Y/\
cwﬁd\ e;d:'nl\ e daaae £00) ga 1490 (Cu Sl ey Sl L?A\J,d\ oordl s GA s}‘}ﬂ\
@yl Apll mlall Aol 8 dgead) daslal)l Auledl 365 Galia )y Adsall Al
U1 G Y g

SAY e ‘[3.\1..»3\ ).L.AA“ ¢ddadlase ‘515 (Yc\

¥V daiall A VA Al (£-7) aamd) (£7)alaal) ad) Al Adya



r\u\—\u-c,:ﬁu\_éﬁb.smycd\ ol B,

30)Joint Press Conference with President Bush (lragi invasion of
Kuwait) Thatcher Archive,1990 Aug 2 Th.
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32) Speech to the Aspen Institute (Shaping a New Global Community),
Archive (TNA): COI transcript, 1990 Aug 5 Su; Margaret Thatcher,
Op.Cit.,p.819.
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37) Margaret Thatcher, Op.Cit.,pp.820 - 821.

38) Press Conference ending visit to US, Thatcher Archive: COI
transcript,1990 Aug 6 Mo.

39) Alan Munro,Op.Cit.,p.76.

40) The Export of Goods (Control) (Irag and Kuwait Sanctions),No. 1640,
9th August 1990.

41) Dan Keohane, Security in British Politics...,pp.91 - 92.
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book The Gulf War and the New World Order : International Relations of the
Middle East, Florida, 1994, p.93.

43) Dan Keohane, British Policy in the Conflict..., pp. 151, 156.
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46) Letter from the Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the United
Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council, 12 August 1990 ,
Cited in : Cambridge International Documents Series Vol. 1, University of
Cambridge, 1991, p.247.

47) UKE Riyadh telegram to FCO (Kuwaiti request for international
assistance),Archive (TNA),PREM 19/3076 291, 1990 Aug 13 Mo.
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50) Majid Khadduri, Edmund Ghareeb, war in the gulf 1990-91 the irag-
kuwait conflict and its implications, New York,1997,p. 142.
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51) Christopher Greenwood, New World Order or Old? The Invasion of
Kuwait and the Rule of Law, journal The Modern Law Review, U.S.A, Vol.
55, No. 2, March 1992, p.161.

52) MT letter to President Mubarak of Egypt, Archive (TNA) PREM 19/3076
319, 1990 Aug 13 Mo.
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,/Archive (TNA) PREM 19/3076 336, 1990 Aug 13 Mo

55) Ministry of Defence letter to No.10 , answers to MT questions, Archive
(TNA) PREM 19/3076 347, 1990 Aug 13 Mo.

56) Foreign and Commonwealth Office, The Brutality of the Iraqi Regime
under Saddam Hussein,Archive (TNA)PREM 19/3076 279,1990 Aug 14 Tu.
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59) Majid Khadduri, Edmund Ghareeb, Op.Cit.,p. 143.

60) Ahmad Al-Sheail, The international, regional and legal aspects of Iraq's
invasion of Kuwait 1990-1991, A thesis submitted for The Fulfillment of the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, Durham University,U.K., 2000,p.120.

61) No.10 minute for MT, Irag/Kuwait [potentially worrying development
British nationals instructed to gather in one location] , Archive (TNA),
PREM 19/3076 180, 1990 Aug 16 Th.

62) UKE Baghdad telegram to FCO (Internment) [lraqi Speaker says
nationals of Western countries intending aggression against Iraq are to be
interned], Archive (TNA) PREM 19/3076 185, 1990 Aug 18 Sa.

63) UKE Kuwait telegram to FCO (“Foreign Communities”) [British
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96, 1990 Aug 18 Sa.

64) Christopher Greenwood, Op.Cit., p.161.
65) Majid Khadduri, Edmund Ghareeb, Op.Cit.,pp. 143 — 144,

66) Press Conference on Gulf situation, Thatcher Archive: COI transcript,
1990 Aug 21 Tu.

67) Peter Rowe, The Gulf War 1990-91 in International and English Law,
London, 2005, pp. 5, 198.

68) UKE Kuwait telegram to FCO (EC nationals) [all except the British and
French are now free to leave Irag and Kuwait ], Archive (TNA) PREM
19/3077 217, 1990 Aug 21 Tu.
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Encyclopedia Britannica , Cited in:
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70) FCO record of phone conversation ("lrag/Kuwait: Secretary of State's
telephone conversation with Secretary Baker") [discussion of various issues
including need for further Security Council resolution before enforcing
embargo, and future of embassies in Kuwait], Archive (TNA),
PREM19/3077 f176,1990 Aug 21 Tu.

71) UKE Washington telegram to FCO ("Yemen and Iragi tanker") [The
future of US/Yemeni bilateral relations would depend on Yemen adhering to
that undertaking [not to break sanctions], Archive (TNA),PREM19/3077
225, 1990 Aug 21 Tu.
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