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MANAGEMENT AND HEALTH CARE RELATED PROBLEMS FACING
BUFFALOES INBASRAH PROVINCE
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Department of Pathology (1), Microbiology (2), and Medicine, Surgery and
Obsteirics (3), College of Veterinary Medicine, University of Basrah, Basrah, Iraq

ABSTRACT

A study was done to gain knowledge on problems that face the management and health
care of buffaloes in Basrah Province. A questionnaire was prepared for this purpose and
distributed to (150) farm families engaged in rearing buffaloes. From analysis of answers
of the farmers it become clear that the most important problems include shortage of feed (
particularly concentrates) and their high prices, leack of clean drinking water for buffaloes,
limited pastures for gazing, shortage of veterinary services ( and lack of drags and
vaccines), absence of artificial insemination services, spaces within houses to raise the
animals, and the limited numbers of swamps for swimming. The most common diseases of
buffaloes included hemorrhagic septicemia, foot and mouth disease, internal and external
parasites, aflatoxicosis, ephemeral fever, sudden death, blackleg disease and rinderpest.
Most of the owners emphasized the good results obtained from the closed system of
rearing of buffaloes and that advantages of this system include an increase in the
productivity of the animal, a change in the viscious nature of the animal, and low

prevalence of diseases. From results of this study, it was concluded that future steps in the
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improvement of buffalo production should involve increasing the availability of
concentrated feed and clean drinking water, improving the veterinary services, education
of farmers of the advantages of rearing buffaloes, development of model buffalo raising
villages, and development of biotechnology innovations specific to buffalo such as

artificial insemination, embryo transfer, and transgenic animals.
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