
Complements and objects 

 

We need in fact to distinguish two types of object and two types of 

complement in the sentences so far illustrated:  

Object: direct Od and indirect Oi   

Complement: subject Cs and object Co  

 
The direct object is illustrated in John carefully searched the room (Od) 

He had given the girl an apple (Qj) 

The direct object must always be present if there is an indirect object in 

the sentence: 
He had given the girl (Oj) an apple (Od) 

The indirect object almost always precedes the direct object; it is a noun 

referring to a person, and the - semantic relationship is often to use the 

term ‘recipient’. 

Turning to complements, we may illustrate first the subject complement: 
The girl is now a student (Cs) at a large university.  

His brother grew happier (Cs) gradually.  

Here the complements have a straightforward relation to the subjects of 

their respective sentences. The ‘object complement’ can be explained as 

having a similar relation to a direct object as the subject complement has 

to a subject: 
They make him the chairman (CO) every year.  

That is to say, the direct object and object complement in this example, 

‘him the chairman’, correspond to the subject and subject complement in 
He is the chairman (Cs).  

 



 
 


